Psychology of Games homework assignments
1. What is the difference between a game and Real life  

a. Describe what you think are the key differnces

b. Describe the result of you experiment treating an element of life like a game and treating a game like real life.

2. Analyze a culture as a game.  Compare and contrast two cultures , e.g. rpi vs  skidmore , or Wyoming vs Troy. Describe the differences in game components, gameplay etc. 

3. Dating can be modeled as a game.  Boys design their dating game girls design their dating game, then compare,  ( or better yet play
4. What is the difference between a simulation and a game , welcome the wii

5. Treating college as a game or a simulation ; how to cheat

Games 

1. weekly topics 

a. how are games and real life different 

i. take a bit of life and play it like a game

ii. take a game and treat it like real life

iii. what are the key differences

b. why do people play games 

i. how many decision points are there

ii. how do different reasons impact at different points

iii. individual differences

1. gender

2. level of play –casual gamers vs hard core

3. newbies versus advanced players

4. class and status differences

iv. what do games provide that reality doesn’t –what is missing in modern life

v. what is absent from games that is present and obnoxious in real life

c. the  flow between game space and real life 

i. how does game play affect real life

ii. how does real life affect game play

iii. model the process,  what flows when

d. Serious games and their applications 

i. Education

ii. Training

iii. Persuasive games

e. Blended reality games as life life as a game 

Student  role

1. write up your positive on the discussion in each class -2 pages per class

2. provide two references for each discussion

3. Final project ??

Class structure

            Tuesday lecture and discussion

            Thursday play a game and do a post game analysis

Class rules

1. be nice 
2. have fun 
3. learn something 
4. takes some risks 
5. what is not prohibited is permitted 
6. obey the prime directive 
