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Venture Firm Hires Creative Chief at Electronic Arts 

By STEPHANIE CLIFFORD
William B. Gordon, a dean of video games who was one of Electronic Arts’ first employees, in 1982, is leaving E.A. for the venture capital firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield and Byers, the firm said Monday.

Mr. Gordon, known as Bing, is E.A.’s chief creative officer and was a driving force behind titles like the Sims, Command & Conquer and FIFA Soccer. He also helped the young company figure out pricing and marketing models.

At Kleiner Perkins, where he is to start on June 9, Mr. Gordon will focus on investments in consumer technologies. He said a few things sparked the decision, including his long relationship with Kleiner Perkins; dropping his oldest daughter off at Yale (“When I saw the vision of the empty nest, my vision was, why not learn something new and different,” Mr. Gordon said); and talking with young entrepreneurs. “I have a fascination and appetite with seeing how they’re going to change the world in the way that a group of entrepreneurs, when I was a squirt, wanted to change the world through interactive entertainment,” he said.

“I think we’re one year into a five- to seven-year unfolding new renaissance of digital media, so I really want to get going,” Mr. Gordon said. “I think there’s wild times ahead.”

He first dealt with Kleiner Perkins when it invested in Electronic Arts the year it was founded. The firm then recruited him to sit on the board of Amazon, on which he has served since 2003. Mr. Gordon has long offered informal consulting to the venture capital company on investment prospects.

The idea for Mr. Gordon, said Ted Schlein, a partner at Kleiner Perkins, was to “take his vision around interactive media and his creativity and his attentiveness to consumer needs and apply that to consumer Internet as well as mobile.”

Kleiner Perkins, which was founded in 1972, rose to prominence in the first Internet boom with early investments in companies like Google, Amazon.com, Netscape and AOL.

Last November, the firm made another star hire, tapping Al Gore to work on green-technology investments.
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