
John M. Gowdy 

 

Rittenhouse Professor of Humanities and Social Science 

Professor of Economics and Professor of Science and Technology Studies 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 5402 Sage Hall 

Troy, New York 12180-3590 

(518) 276-8094 (voice mail), e-mail: gowdyj@rpi.edu or johngowdy@earthlink.net 

 

EDUCATION 

 

American University, B.A. Anthropology, 1967 

University of Rhode Island, M.C.P. Regional Planning, 1972 

West Virginia University, M.A. 1977, Ph.D. Economics, 1980 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

        Rittenhouse Teaching Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences, July 2005 - present  

        Professor of Economics, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, July 1993-Present. 

        Professor of Science and technology Studies, January 2012-Present 

                Director of the Ph.D. Program in Ecological Economics 1992-1995; 1997-2004  

                Department Chair - 1995-1997  

         Associate Professor July 1987-June 1993 

         Assistant Professor July 1982-June 1987 

          

         Sabbaticals and Leaves of Absence 

               Fall 2012 – Visiting Researcher, Mediterranean Science Commission, Monaco 

               Spring 2008 - Visiting Research Professor, Autonomous University, Barcelona, Spain 

   Fall  2004    -  Leverhulme Visiting Professor, School of the Environment, University of                   

                      Leeds, United Kingdom  

   Spring 2000 - Visiting Scholar and Lecturer, Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien, Vienna,                                                            

                                 Austria 

                                      Guest Professor, Institute for Environmental Science, University of                                                      

                                             Zurich, Switzerland  

                                      Visiting Scholar, Faculty of Integrated Arts and Sciences, Tokushima                                                  

                                             University, Japan  

                Spring 1995 - Fulbright Scholar, Vienna University of Economics, Institute for                                                           

                                            Economics and Environment, Vienna, Austria.   

                Spring 1991 - Visiting Research Professor, Department of Economics, University of                                                   

                                            Queensland, Australia.   

                Spring 1990 - Visiting Research Associate, IFO - Institute für Wirtschaftsforschung,                                                 

                                             Munich, Germany.   

         Senior Economic Forecaster, New York State Energy Office - August 1979-June 1982.   

         West Virginia University Foundation Fellow - August 1975-August 1979                                                  

         Senior Planner, Old Colony Planning Council, Brockton, Massachusetts - June 1972-July                                

                     1975  

         U.S. Army Medical Corps (Vietnam Service) - March 1968-December 1969 

mailto:gowdyj@rpi.edu
mailto:johngowdy@earthlink.net


CURRENT RESEARCH 

 

Valuation of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, Evolutionary Economics, Climate Change, 

Energy, Welfare Theory and Policy, Behavioral Economics and Public Policy  

 

Current Projects:  

 

Evolution and Behavioral Economics - Funded by NESCent (National Evolutionary Synthesis 

Center) – PI for a project with the evolutionary biologist David Sloan Wilson for a two-year study 

group of biologists, economists and behavioral scientists exploring the integration of behavioral 

economics with evolutionary theory. 

 

The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) - Member of an interdisciplinary team of 

biologists, ecologists, and economists, Lead Author for a report on the economic, social and 

environmental aspects of discounting ecosystem services. Funded by Deutsche Bank, European 

Union, the Government of Germany, and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) 

 

Biodiversity and Economics of the Mediterranean – Mediterranean Science Commission, Monaco, 

involved in a study of the impact of invasive species (jellyfish) on the economies of several 

Mediterranean countries. 

 

Environment and Development Projects including (1) a study of the effects of climate change on 

three villages in the Indus River Delta, Keti Bunder, Pakistan funded by the South Asia Network of 

Economic Research Institutes (2) a study of the feasibility of ecologically sustainable development 

in Thailand, funded by UNEP, (3) a study of the economic and ecological importance of the Sudd 

Marsh, Southern Sudan, funded by UNEP. 

 

Climate Change Policy - Garrison Institute, helped begin a project “Climate, Mind, and Behavior” 

exploring the implications of behavioral economics and neuroscience for climate change policy. 

Author of two working papers: “Behavioral Economics, Neuroeconomics, and Climate Change 

Policy: Baseline Review for the Garrison Institute Initiative on Climate Change Leadership” and 

“The Social Brain and the Diffusion of Pro-social Behavior”. 
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Ecosystem Services Guest editor with Paulo Nunez for a special issue on ecosystem services in the 

Mediterranean region (2014). 

 

Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization Guest editor with David Sloan Wilson for a 

special issue on evolution and economic theory and policy (Spring 2013).  

 

Ecological Economics 69, Managing Guest Editor (with editors Richard Norgaard and Giorgos 

Kallis) for a Special Issue on Coevolution. 2010. 

 

Ecological Economics volume 63(4), Guest Editor (with Richard Howarth) for a Special Issue on 

Cost-Benefit Analysis and Sustainability, September 2007. 

 

Structural Change and Economic Dynamics 8(4), Guest Editor for a Special Issue on Biology and              

Economics, October 1997. 
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Ecological Economics (since 1994)  
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Global Environmental Change: Human and Policy Dimensions (term for 2004-2006)  
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International Journal of Global Environmental Issues (since 1998) 
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NUST Journal of Business and Economics (National University of Sciences and  
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Structural Change and Economic Dynamics (term for 1997-2007) 
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van den Bergh, J. and _____. 2009. “A Group Selection Perspective on Economic Behavior,  

            Institutions and Organizations” Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization 72: 1-20  
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       53: 17-20. Reprinted in Recent Developments in Ecological Economics (Joan Martinez-Alier   
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McDaniel, C. and _____. 1998. "Markets and Biodiversity Loss: Some Case Studies and Policy  

      Considerations" International Journal of Social Economics 25: 1454-1465, (lead  

       article).  

_____ and S. Mesner. 1998. "The Evolution of Georgescu-Roegen's Bioeconomics" Review of    

      Social Economy 56(2): 136-156.  

_____. 1997. "Biology and Economics," Structural Change and Economic Dynamics 8(4):  

      377-384,  Introduction to special issue on biology and economics.  

_____ and S. O’Hara. 1997. “Weak Sustainability and Viable Technologies” Ecological  

      Economics 17: 239-248. 

_____. 1997. “The Value of Biodiversity: Markets, Society, and Ecosystems” Land Economics  

      73(1): 25-41. Reprinted in Ecosystems and Nature, R. Kerry Turner, editor, Edward  
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_____. 1996. “Society and Ecosystems: Discounting and the Social Aspects of Biodiversity   
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_____. 1995. “Trade and Environmental Sustainability: An Evolutionary Perspective” Review of  
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      Conflict” Ecological Economics 15: 181-192. 
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_____. 1994. "The Social Context of Natural Capital: The Social Limits to Sustainable  
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“Input-Output Analysis as an Alternative to Neoclassical Production Theory” 9th  

International Input-Output Conference, Beijing, China, June 2005.  

"Economic Theory and Biodiversity Valuation", SUNY Albany, Graduate Program in 

 Biodiversity Policy, February 2005. 

“Environmental Policy and the Changing Face of Welfare Economics” December 13, 2004 – U.K.  
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“Towards Sustainable Consumption: The Role of Endogenous Preferences” October 5, 2004 –  

Leverhulme Lecture I, University of Leeds.  

 “Welfare Economics and Environmental Valuation,” Canadian Society for Ecological  

Economics, Jasper, Alberta, October 2003. 
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“The Revolution in Welfare Economics and its Implications for Environmental Valuation,”  

Plenary Lecture, Frontiers 2, European Society for Ecological Economics, Tenerife, Spain, 

February 2003. 

“Welfare Economics and Environmental Valuation” University of Vermont, September 2002. 
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Klaus Hubacek, “Social Discourse Processes and Economic Incentive Measures used for                              

the Establishment of the National Park Neusidler See-Seewinkel,” August 1998.  

Sigrid Stagl, “On the Importance of Cooperation for Ecological Economics,” August 1998. 

Ada Ferrer-i-Carbonell, “Economic behavior and Environmental Policy: The Contributions                      

of Ecological Economics,” August 1998. 

Melinda Kane, “Community Ecological-Economic Development,” August 1999. 

Chris Paskewitz, “The Effect of Gender Equality on Economic Growth,” December 2001     

Raluca Iorgulescu, “Globalization and Institutions in a Rural Nigerian Village,” May 2002 



Andy Bahn, “The Evolution of the Human Economy as a Complex, Adaptive Mechanism,”                    

May 2002 

 

 

Doctoral Dissertations Supervised 

          

Nicholas Adamou, “Structural Analysis and the Analysis of Structural Change: An Input-                            

           Output Approach,” Managerial Economics, 1988.  

Hugh McCallister, “Hyman Minsky’s Financial Fragility Hypothesis: A Post-Korean War                           

            Investigation,” Managerial Economics, 1990. 

John Martin, “U.S. Demand for Primary Metals: An Input-Output Approach,” Urban                                 

            and Environmental Studies, 1991. 

Peg Olsen, “Environmental Policy in Lake George, New York: An Ecological                                            

            Economic Analysis,” Urban and Environmental Studies, 1991. 

Klaus Hubacek, “The Role of Land in Economic Development: A Structural Approach to                          

            Sustainability,” Ecological Economics, December 2000. 

Joshua Frank, “Companion Animals as Economic Goods: Minimizing the Cost of Unwanted                    

            Animals,” Ecological Economics, May 2001.     

Mariko Hara, “Measuring Positive Externalities in Japanese Rice Production: A Hedonic                           

            Price Analysis,” Ecological Economics, December 2002. 

Surendra Devkota, “Sustainable Development in Nepal: A Structural Approach,” May 2003.          

Ada Ferrer Carbonell, “Consumption, Behavior and the Environment: Theoretical,                                        

            Empirical, and Policy Dimensions,” Ecological Economics, August 2003. 

            Raluca Iorgulescu, “Globalization, Institutions, and Development: Essays in Economic                  

Evolution,” December 2003. 

Quentin Duroy, “Ecological Economics and Energy,” December 2003.   

Marsha Walton, “Preferences, Sustainability, and Environmental Preservation: The Case of                         

            the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,” May 2006. 

Jaimie Radesi, "Community-Based Agriculture and Subjective Well-Being" May 2006.   

Mary Ellen Mallia, "The Influence of Companion Animals on the Subjective Well-Being of the 

 Elderly," August 2006. 

Deborah Nazon, "Toward a Dynamic Economic Theory and Policy Framework for Brownfields 

 Development," December 2007. 

Sarah Parrales, “Experienced Utility in a Nicaraguan Village: The Role of Music and  

Musicianship” December 2007. 

Mikko Manner, “A Behavioral Analysis of Corporate Social Responsibility” May 2009.  

Aneel Salman, “The Challenge of Sustainable Well-Being: Development and Climate Change  

             Adaptation in Vulnerable Areas (Coastal and Northern) in Pakistan” August 2010. 

Sung Kim, “Energy, Emissions and Structural Changes of the Korean Economy: Implications for a  

             Low-Carbon Economy” August 2010.  

Sarah Parks, “Ecosystem Services and Human Well-Being” August 2012.  

Erin Lennox, “Socio-Economic Analysis of Peasant Agriculture in Peru.” August 2014.  

 


