Assignment 4: your first ethnographic investigation
We will meet in the “U” drive at the student union at 10am. Bring quarters for the meters so you don’t have to park illegally. We will then drive to the Ark Community Charter School. Be sure you know who you are riding with so you don't get left behind. It’s a good idea to exchange cell phone #s with the driver in case you get separated or are late. My cell is 421-9841. The school is located at 762 River Street. From RPI:
1.Turn left onto Peoples Ave 

2. Turn right at 9th Ave  

3. Turn left at Hoosick St  

4. Turn right at 6th Ave 

Go about 6 blocks north; the school is in what used to be St Patricks church between Ingalls and Douw Street. The entrance is in the alleyway between the school and the church. Just press the button and say that you are with Ron Eglash’s class from RPI, they will buzz the door open. You then go to the office on the second floor and sign in your name and time (be sure you sign out before you leave). We will hang out in the office hall until the teachers are ready for us. Everyone with a last name from A-G goes to 6th grade; all others go to 5th grade.
Bring a bag lunch, since we may be eating with them. If your schedule permits I recommend staying a little later (12:30) so that you can go to recess with them as well. Try to set a good example for the little people -- be silent and raise your hand when the teacher claps her hand, rings the bell or whatever the signal is. If the teacher is giving a lesson, don’t talk. It’s tempting to act goofy or bad to look “cool” but remember that we want the kids to avoid exactly that temptation themselves. Don’t wear inappropriate clothing – any tee-shirts with naked silhouettes or suggestive slogans are out. Don’t chew gum or offer it to the kids, don’t use swear words. If you are sick, miss the trip so as not to infect the kids (see make up sessions below).

You are welcome to bring tape recorders to help you document the session. You *must* bring a notepad and pen because you will need to take notes as they speak. Do not use laptops or other gadgets because it will distract the kids. Remember that you cannot use real names in your ethnography.
Working with the ACCS is a privilege, not a right – we have to respect the teachers and students. If you need a make-up session or additional discussion with teachers arrange for visits at least a week ahead of time, offering them multiple dates and times. 

The ethnographic description:

You should by now have settled on a method for having conversations with the kids. You can let the kids know this is so we can build cool gadgets for them to use, so we need to get to know them a little better. 
If you method fails, then just chat-- ask them names, how old they are, etc. Tell them they can ask you questions too. Talking about yourself can sometimes help get them talking. Food is a good place to start; TV, music, sports, games, toys, etc. School is also an important subject—what subjects they like and dislike, you can ask them for questions they know the answer to, etc. If the kids seem excited about talking about one particular thing that’s fine too, don’t feel you have to cover a lot of different topics, just get them talking. 
Gathering other data about the teacher or physical environment is fine, but if you are focused on that it will indicate that you failed to talk to the kids, which is the main point here.
You can also go into deeper questions about culture, heritage, identity, etc. (eg do you visit relatives, does anyone in your family speak a language other than English, what music do you like, what do you think of singer X). Just make sure you keep the conversation comfortable for the kids. Another good source of data is when the kids are talking to each other; you can encourage that.
Keep writing down the answers; your assignment is to report on what you saw and heard. This is graded individually, not as a group, so each of you must submit your own. Your writing should try for a rich, evocative description, 2-3 pages single spaced. No citations needed, but you do need to write clearly and communicate well. You are free to speculate (“I think she might have been a little jealous…”) as long as you signal that it’s a guess in your writing (don’t pretend as if a speculation is firm information, eg “She was jealous”). Actual or approximate quotations are always good. You don’t need to pretend to have more data than you do, just an honest description of what you see and hear is fine. But you should feel free to speculate on what all those little observations add up to. For example, generally what things determined the mood of the kids? What sorts of things were helping them achieve their goals, and what were some of the hindrances? What correlations with gender or other identity factors (race, personality, etc) might be indicated? Don’t just give me a bullet point list; this is an essay, and the quality of your writing matters in ethnography.  
Don’t use real names—make it clear that they are pseudonyms, or use boy 1 girl 2 etc. When identifying ethnicity anthropologists usually say either something like “a 4th grade male who self-identified as African American” (in the case of having asked someone) or “who I would guess to be African American” (or some such to indicate its your guess). Don’t assume you know ethnicity just by looking.
When you are done upload your document to the “assignment 4” folder in the drop box at \\hass11.win.rpi.edu\classes\stsh-4610.  Include both your name and the assignment name in the file name; eg "Juanita Smith assignment 4".
HOW TO ACCESS THE CLASS BOX

Connecting to HASS Classes Share
1. Prerequisites for users to access HASS folder shares

1) User must have a valid RCS ID and password.  Information about RCS accounts is available at:  http://helpdesk.rpi.edu/update.do?catcenterkey=31 

2) User must be connected directly to the campus network, either through an on campus wired connection, an on campus wireless connection, or an external VPN session. Information about the campus VPN service is available at: http://helpdesk.rpi.edu/update.do?artcenterkey=556 

2. For PC running Windows
1) If not connected via an on campus wired connection or using an on campus public computer, start your VPN client, log into VPN.
2) Open My Computer and type \\hass11.win.rpi.edu\classes  in the address bar and hit enter.  If you are logged into the win domain your credentials will be passed to the server and your access should be set.   If you are logged in locally on your machine or into a different domain you should be prompted for credentials.  Use your win domain/RCS credentials to log into the share:
Username: win\your rcs id (substitute your username for your rcs id)
Password: your rcs password (substitute your password for your rcs password )

3) If you are not prompted for credentials you may need to map a network drive to the folder in order to pass your credentials to the server or you can manage your network passwords to tell the computer which credentials to pass to the server.
i. Map a Drive

1. Click start, right click my computer, and click map network drive.
for drive select any drive letter not already in use, for folder type \\hass11.win.rpi.edu\classes
2. BEFORE CLICKING OK OR CONNECT, CLICK ON - “connect as a different user”!    

 
Username: win\your rcs id (substitute your username for your rcs id
Password: your rcs password (substitute your password for your rcs                      password)
3. Click Ok

4. Check  - “reconnect at logon”. (note, when you log out or reboot, a window may pop up saying it cannot connect to all networked or mapped drives, close this. As soon as you are connected through VPN, you can just click on the drive in my computer and it will reconnect.)

5. Click connect. 
6. The folder will open up in a few seconds.

ii. Manage Network Passwords

1. Click Start

2. Select Control Panel

3. Select user accounts

4. Select Manage Network Passwords or Manage Credentials on the left or in the main window, depending on your version of Windows

5. Select add Network Password or add a Windows Credential depending on the version of Windows you have.

6. Enter \\hass11.win.rpi.edu   for server or address and:

a. Username: win\your rcs id (substitute your username for your rcs id)
b. Password: your rcs password (substitute your password for your rcs password )

7. Your computer should use those credentials to connect to the hass11 server and you should be able to connect to the shared folder.

3. For MAC

1) If not connected via an on campus wired connection or using an on campus public computer, start your VPN client, log into vpn.
2) open finder:

i.  Click go (in finder menu bar), then connect to server. For server name type

 cifs:// hass11.win.rpi.edu/classes  click plus to store this link.
ii.  Click connect
Username: your rcs id (substitute your username for your rcs id)
Password: your rcs password (substitute your password for your rcs password)
Select remember to key chain 

4. Once you are connected to the “classes” folder you should see the classes you have access to listed. 
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