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If you combined the wild open wilderness of Alaska
with cosmopolitan Boston, you might end up with Den-
ver, Colorado, the site of the 2003 American Control

Conference (ACC), held at the Adams Mark Hotel on 4-6
June 2003. Attendees had a choice of 159 technical ses-
sions organized in 18 parallel tracks. The 932 registered
conference participants were from 34 countries with 65%
from the United States. Unfortunately, about 60 of these
participants did not attend the conference due to SARS
and visa problems. 

Conference highlights included:
� 947 invited and contributed technical papers from

over 1400 submissions
� three tutorial sessions
� four one-day workshops and one two-day workshop

before the conference
� three plenary speakers
� industrial and publisher exhibits
� special sessions on the history of important us cen-

ters of control
� advances in smart structures and sensor technolo-

gies and an NSF CAREER program
� interactive sessions, including a Roboflag competi-

tion
� workshop for high school teachers
� an optional dinner at The Fort in the foothills over-

looking Denver (preceded by a stop at the Red
Rocks amphitheatre).

At the foot of the Rocky Mountains, Denver offers post-
card-perfect views every day of the year with a surprising-

ly mild climate. In the “Mile High City,” one is precisely at
5,280 feet above sea level when standing on the 15th step
of the State Capitol’s entrance staircase. Denver offers
more than 20 museums and culture centers, and its cultur-
al and ethnic diversity brings it interesting new tastes,
styles, and cuisine. Conference participants who enjoyed
some vacation around the conference could choose
between camping and hiking or enjoying the numerous
downtown activities. 

On Wednesday morning a number of presentations
were given in a more interactive format (with Internet-
enabled control, for example) than a typical conference
presentation. One of the interactive sessions was a
Roboflag competition, organized by Raffaello D’Andrea
of Cornell University. Also on Wednesday the workshop
for high school teachers was held. About 25 teachers
attended the plenary lecture, the interactive sessions,
the history of control centers session, and a special
afternoon session with lectures and discussions on vari-
ous control topics. 

Plenary lectures included “Robust Control of Large
Scale Systems” by Raffaello D’Andrea; “Challenges and
Opportunities in Control of Automotive Powertrain Sys-
tems” by Ilya Kolmanovsky of Ford Motor Company; and
“Towards Automating the Scientific Method: Micro- and
Nano-Robotic Instrumentation” by Ian Hunter of MIT.

A number of awards were presented at the Awards Lun-
cheon on Thursday. The Richard E. Bellman Heritage
Award was given to Kumpati Narendra, Yale University, for
pioneering contributions to stability, adaptive control, and
learning systems theory and for inspiring leadership as
mentor, advisor, and teacher over a period spanning four
decades. The Donald P. Eckman Award was presented to
Claire Tomlin, Stanford University, for pioneering contribu-
tions to hybrid control systems and embedded software for
real-time control, with application to air traffic control,
avionics, and computational biology. The John R. Ragazzini
Award was given to Stephen Boyd, Stanford University, for
excellence in classroom teaching, textbook, and mono-
graph preparation, and undergraduate mentoring of stu-
dents in the area of systems, control, and optimization. The
Control Engineering Practice Award was presented to
Edgar Bristol, Foxboro Co., for pioneering contributions to
the relative gain array, pattern recognition, and adaptive
control, as well as their innovative application to industrial
process control. 

The Hugo Shuck Best Paper Award (Theory) was given
to the paper titled “Disturbance Propagation in Large
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Interconnected Systems” by Peter Seiler, Aniruddha Pant,
and Karl Hedrick, University of California, Berkeley. 

There were 38 nominations for the best student paper
award. The five finalists and their paper titles were:

� Cedric Langbort and Raffaelo d’Andrea, “Imposing
Boundary Conditions for a Class of Spatially Inter-
connected Systems”

� Iakovos Papadimitriou and Masayoshi Tomizu-
ka, “Fast Lane Changing Computations Using
Polynomials”

� Dhiraj Arora, Mikhail Skliar, and Robert Roemer,
“Nonlinear and Model Predictive Control of Thermal
Dose in High Temperature Therapies”

� Islam Hussein, Daniel Scheeres, and David Hyland,
“Control of a Satellite Formation for Imaging
Applications”

� Ying Tan and Jian-Xin Xu, “A New Pointwise Adap-
tive Control Approach for Time-Varying Parameters
with Known Periodicity.”

And the best paper award (based on both the paper
and presentation) was presented to Iakovos Papadimitriou
and Masayoshi Tomizuka.

Special surprise awards were given to Abe Haddad and
Mal Beaverstock for their dedication and tenure as AACC
secretary and treasurer, respectively. Four former AACC
Presidents took the stage, along with Christos Georgakis
(AACC president) and Bill Levine (AACC vice president), to
honor Abe and Mal for their service.

After the awards luncheon an informal demonstration
of the Segway personal transportation device was provid-
ed. A number of operating committee members and con-
ference participants were given the chance to destabilize
the device (and discuss the possible benefits of using their
personal favorite control algorithm) and violate some of
the surrounding (rather hard) soft constraints (tables,
chairs, etc.).

On Thursday evening, 70 conference attendees partici-
pated in a special trip to the Red Rocks Amphitheatre
overlooking Denver, followed by a dinner at The Fort
Restaurant, where the menu included buffalo, quail, and
rattlesnake, among many other specialties. Former Presi-
dent Clinton and the leaders of the Summit of the Eight
enjoyed an excellent meal there in 1997.

The conference closing reception was held at the
Denver Art Museum, a short walk from the Adams
Mark. For me, this was a perfect location to bring my
four-year involvement with this ACC to a close. From
the time the hotel contract was signed in 1999 to the
conference date, the members of the operating commit-
tee worked hard to develop a successful conference. I
extend my warmest thanks to this dedicated group of
individuals,  including Program Chair Anuradha
Annaswamy of MIT; Ahmet Palazoglu of University of
California at Davis, vice chair for Invited Sessions; Lucy

Y. Pao of University of Colorado, vice chair for Industry
and Applications; Tyrone Vincent of Colorado School of
Mines, vice chair of Student Affairs; Mark J. Balas of
University of Colorado, Exhibits chair; Daniel Repperg-
er of Air Force Research Laboratory, Finance chair;
Glenn Y. Masada of The University of Texas at Austin,
Local Arrangements chair; Rahmat A. Shoureshi of Col-
orado School of Mines, Publications chair; Kenneth R.
Muske of Villanova University, Publicity chair; Roberto
Horowitz of University of California, Registration chair;
Lee H. Keel of Tennessee State University, Registration
chair; and Molly H. Shor of Oregon State University,
Workshops chair. I look forward to seeing everyone at
the 2004 ACC in Boston.

—B. Wayne Bequette
General Chair

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Abe Haddad receives an award from AACC President Chris-
tos Georgakis for his dedication as AACC secretary.

AACC President Christos Georgakis presents an award to Mal
Beaverstock for his dedication as AACC treasurer.
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